LIT 1000- Schachel

Literary Trading Card Assignment — Introduction to Literature Series

TheAssignment:

Youwill createaliterary trading card for either the author, literary work, grenre, or movement that
you have chosen (no overlap please). Think of thetrading card likeaPokemon Cardor MAGIC or a
baseball card (exampleshere). Every card must havethefollowing elements:

1) Thenameor title of the subject

2) The birth and death dates/ or the date of publication / Start and end of movement/genre

3) A list of major works for an author, or alist of major characters for awork/ elements or ideas
for agenre or movement

4) A picture of the author, or a picture that represents the work— the picture should be no
bigger than about ¥4 of the card (do not use it asfiller).

5) A paragraph summary of the life of the author and one or two of his major themes, or a
summary of the work/genre and its major themes.

6) Strengths—What makesthiswork aclassic? Or what makes this author amajor writer? What
makes the Genre/movement unique from all the others? What makesit cool? (you can have
fun with this, but baseit in reality)

7) Weaknesses — what is the drawback to thiswork or author (for example: Melville can be
hard to read at points, and he though he writes great novels, his poetry is horrible). What
criticisms can one say about it? where are its shortcomings?

8) Specia Skills— What setsthiswork apart from other works of the time? What makes this
Author Special? What is the superpower of this genre/author/work?

The card should be designed on ablank sheet of printer paper (8.5" x 11")—no bigger, nosmaller. If you
have photoshop or similar skills, you can usethem. If you prefer to design your card asaJPG or GIF, and
thenjust print it out, that’sfine. Electronic copies can beneat to have, but | need aprinted version (fedl free
to print the hard copy in black and white). Makeyour card aniceasyoulike, but remember, CONTENT
ISMORE IMPORTANT THAN LOOKS —M ake sure your factsare accurate and the summariesare
well-written. Gettingtheinfo correctismoreimportant than making it look pretty. Still, don’t makeyour
work doppy. You may useany accurate sourcesyou need toin order to find theinfo for thisassignment.
Wikipediaisagresat placeto start, but double check it against other sitesfor accuracy (somefactscan be
wrong on those pages)—and do not copy and paste. Someground rulesapply:

Your paragraph must beIN Y OUR OWN WORDS--show you have considered and digested
thetopic. Thecardisacondensation of what you learned, not arepeat of what hasalready
been said. Thegoal istolearn about the subject, and condensewhat you learninto a
summary for thereader of thecard sothat it can helpthemlearn.

Keep your strengths/weaknesses/specia skillsreal—you can befunny and playful, but base
them in redity—they should be eva uativejudgmentsof the subject and its merits/flaws, not
made up specia powers. Herman Méelville doesnot have x-ray vision, for example, but he
doeshavealot of literary respect in comparison to other authors. (seeexample). His
weaknessesisthat he can be dense and deep, hewrites horrible poetry, and he has
domestic abuseissueswith hiswifeat onepoint.



